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Report from the International Coordinator 
for the School of Journalism and Mass Communications, USC

by Keith Kenney 2010

Objectives for the international activities of the SJMC:
• Provide students a deep and meaningful international experience
• Provide students with the knowledge needed to succeed in more global job market
• Help students understand how to live and conduct business in another culture
• Help students master other languages
• Create strong institutional partnerships for teaching and research
• Broaden educational offering of SJMC; revise curriculum
• “Internationalize” the SJMC
• Raise national & international visibility and prestige of SJMC
• Brand or “anchor” the SJMC 

Activities to meet those objectives:
• SJMC faculty who traveled outside the US to teach USC courses:

o  Ran Wei was appointed as a Chang Jiang Scholar by the Chinese Ministry of 
Education in May 2010 for 3 years. His host school is Shanghai Jiao Tong 
University.

o Scott Farrand and Denise McGill taught Multimedia Maymester in Munich. This 
was the fourth year we’ve offered this course and this year 15 students 
participated (Attachment 4)

o Charles Bierbauer, Dick Moore, and Gordon Smith taught nine students about the 
media’s role in the demise of communism in Central-Eastern Europe. 
(Attachment 5)

o Van Kornegay taught a course in travel photography and introduction to visual 
communications at the Consortium of Universities for International Studies in 
Paderno Del Grappa Italy, in spring 2010.

     • SJMC faculty who traveled outside the US for conferences:
 John Besley went to Toronto October 26-28th to be a panelist for the International 

Consensus Conference on Risk-based Decision Making for Blood Safety. He will be 
one of 14 panelists charged with writing a consensus statement regarding “the 
necessary components of a risk management framework and the high level process 
for application of the framework to facilitate decision making of blood operators.” 
About 200 delegates are expected to attend the event to make presentations or 
observe. The event is being sponsored by the Canadian Blood Services (CBS), in 
partnership with AABB, America’s Blood Centers, American Red Cross, Australian 
Red Cross Blood Service, Blood Systems, Inc, European Blood Alliance, Héma-
Québec, and National, and Health Service Blood & Transplant (UK). A conference 
brochure is attached.

 Thanks to funding from a Stimulus Fund Grant, Karen Mallia attended the 2010 
Gender, Work & Organization International Conference in Staffordshire, England in 
June. The entire focus of this prestigious multi-disciplinary conference dovetailed 
perfectly with her research interest in women, leadership and creative work in 
advertising. She presented her research paper, Investigating the impact of digital 
advertising on the careers of creative women: A preliminary assessment. Based on 
the feedback she received at this conference, she has revised her paper and 
submitted it for publication in Journal of Interactive Advertising.  The article is now 
in the second stage of review (Attachment 6). 
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 In May 2010, Kathy Roberts Forde delivered a paper titled “Building Our Scholarly 
Community: The Emergence and Expansion of Literary Journalism Studies” at the 
International Association of Literary Journalism Studies (IALJS) Annual Conference in 
London, England.

 The World Association of Newspapers and News Publishers (WAN-IFRA) Middle East 
Conference, Dubai.  Randy Covington spoke at this conference in January 2010. 

• SJMC faculty who traveled outside the US to train professionals:
 Van Kornegay taught Press Photography and Layout workshops at Kosovo Media 

Institute from October 4 - 8, 2010. He taught two three-hour sessions each day: 
the press photography seminar in the morning, the layout seminar in the afternoon. 
The photography seminar had four participants and there were three participants in 
the layout seminar (Attachment 7).

 The Straits Times, Singapore.  Randy Covington did a seminar in Singapore for their 
journalists in October, 2009. 

 Zayed University, Dubai, June, 2010.  Newsplex gave a week-long seminar for the 
communications faculty of this women’s university. 

 L’Universite d’Ete (Summer University), St. Paul de Vence, France, July, 2010. Randy 
Covington organized and helped lead this workshop for European newspaper 
journalists. 

 San Juan is not exactly overseas, but the newspapers in San Juan have been among 
the biggest clients of Newsplex.  Randy Covington has been in San Juan 10 times 
already this year for consulting visits and he is going back in November.

 Voice of America.   Randy Covington did four workshops in Washington in August, 
2010.  These journalists are based in the U.S., but VOA broadcasts worldwide and 
some of the participants were from overseas.

• International professionals who traveled to Newsplex for training:
 Korean Association of Newspapers.  U.S. study tour in November, 2010.  We will be 

visiting media companies in New York and Atlanta, plus they will spend two days in 
Newsplex. 

 Korea Press Foundation. U.S. study tour in July and August of 2010.  A second KPF 
group is scheduled to come to the U.S. in December for another study tour.   

 Journalists from Azerbaijan visited Newsplex for an executive briefing, May, 2010.  
The visit was sponsored by the National Peace Foundation. 

 Executive briefing for executives from Cadena Capriles, Caracas, Venezuela, 
February, 2010. 

 Executive briefing for a Fairfax journalist from New Zealand, February, 2010. 
 Executive briefing for journalists from the Norrkopings Tidningar in Sweden, June, 

2010. 
 Russian journalists visited Newsplex, October, 2009.

• Students who studied abroad (other than USC courses):
Three students spent a year studying abroad (Spain)
Thirty-eight students spent spring 2010 studying abroad
Twenty-five students spent May 2010 studying abroad
Thirty-six students spent summer 2010 studying abroad
Nine students spent fall 2010 studying abroad
Total students studying abroad = 113 (Attachment 8)

• International faculty visiting the SJMC:
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A prof. from Comm U. of China, Dr. Wu Shuiping, visited the SJMC from Oct 2009-Oct 
2010.

Evaluation of international activities:
• The grants have individual evaluation procedures
• The courses are evaluated by students
• We lack overall evaluation of both the international activities of our school and the work of 

the international coordinator. This problem should be addressed in 2011.
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